
R
eal-estate developer Todd Glaser built the foundation for his smoking
career right here at Miami Beach High, where shop and architecture classes
led to a drafting job that laid the foundation for wild success in his profes-

sion. Today he is best known for being one of the first to buy up locations in then
uncertain areas such as the Miami Design District and Wynwood, among others,
and for building home after lavish home. Although he has
bought from or sold to everyone from MTV executive Les
Garland and Barry Schwartz of Calvin Klein to Hulk Hogan
and former South Beach nightlife impresario Chris Paciel-
lo (whose Flamingo Drive home Glaser purchased in
2000), it’s last year’s mammoth Carl Fisher Estate deal that
South Beach real-estate followers can’t stop talking about. Although the 42-year-
old developer can’t disclose the exact sale price—as he was required to sign a
confidentiality agreement—Glaser and partners Armin Mattli and Chad Oppen-
heim listed the 12-bedroom, 19-bathroom waterfront villa for $40 million and
sold it to developer Ugo Colombo last year.  

OOCCEEAANN  DDRRIIVVEE::  TTeellll  mmee  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  oorriiggiinnaall  ccaarreeeerr  ppaatthh  tthhaatt  sseett  tthhee  ssttaaggee  ffoorr  yyoouurr
ssuucccceessss  iinn  rreeaall  eessttaattee..
TTOODDDD  GGLLAASSEERR: I studied architecture in high school, and my girlfriend’s father
hired me to work as a drafter for his fire-sprinkler company. Soon I began doing
free-lance drawings for other people on the side and started my own company,

TMG Engineering, in
1984. The morning
after I decided to go
entirely free-lance, I
opened up the news-
paper to see that the

State of Florida had just passed a law saying any existing building over three sto-
ries had to have sprinklers. My timing was incredible! I had so much work that I
used to draw for 16 hours a day, fall asleep and then draw for another 15 hours. I
was good at it, and it was a very technical thing: I really found a niche. Although
today they use plastic pipes and computers, it used to be all hand-drawn stuff.
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SEEING THE FUTURE NOW
Developer Todd Glaser Continues to Stay Ahead of the Real-Estate Curve

Glaser was one of the first to consider 
building in the Design District and Wynwood.

Forty-two-year-old Todd
Glaser, here in the backyard
at 3681 Flamingo Drive in
Miami Beach, has always
seemed to be ahead of the
real-estate curve, renovat-
ing homes throughout the
city since the ’80s.
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